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12 February 2019

To whom it may concern,

Consultation on Guidance from the Office of the Chief Medical Officer for Scotland: Definition of Terminal Illness For the Purpose of Disability Assistance

To whom it may concern,

As you may know, the definition of terminal illness in relation to disability benefits is changing in Scotland. Following extensive engagement with medical professional bodies, key stakeholders and the public, the Social Security (Scotland) Act 2018 (the Act) ensures that the definition of terminal illness for the purpose of disability assistance, will be based on the clinical judgement of a registered medical professional, and will not be based on any time-restriction in relation to prognosis of the condition/s. 

The Act sets out that I will provide guidance for registered medical professionals to support them in making such clinical judgements. This draft guidance has been written in collaboration with medical professionals as well as representatives of support and advocacy organisations. Although the guidance is primarily aimed at doctors, it can also provide information to other professionals and the public.  The intention is to provide an accompanying short plain-English guide. The resources provided in the Annexes of the guidance are meant to be used as a reference for further information, where required.

We are consulting on the draft document in order to ensure that the guidance meets the needs of medical practitioners, and enables them to support the delivery of the fairest and most appropriate person-centred outcomes. We would also encourage representatives of organisations, as well as other professionals with an interest in this area, to respond to this consultation. Your contribution to this process would be invaluable, and I write to invite your response(s) to the attached consultation by 19 April 2019. 

Paper copies of the consultation available on request from Ruari.Sutherland@gov.scot.  Please return paper copies of the consultation to Ruari Sutherland, Social Security Policy, 2D South, Victoria Quay, Edinburgh, EH6 6QQ
Kind regards.

Yours sincerely,
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Catherine Calderwood
Chief Medical Officer
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