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Founded in 2012 to address the need for 
more collaborative multidisciplinary research 
in palliative care on the island of Ireland. 

Vision

As the leading network for palliative care 

research on the island of Ireland, PCRN 

members undertake internationally 

recognised research that enhances 

palliative care knowledge and expertise

and improves the quality of life of people 

with life limiting conditions

AIIHPC’s Palliative Care Research Network (PCRN)



49 PCRN Members Across 9 Disciplines



AIIHPC PCRN Funders

Dr Mary Rabbitte
Research Programme Manager

Clodagh O’Donovan 
PCRN Project Manager 
(part-time)

Marie McKeon 
KTE Project Manager
(part-time)

All Ireland Funding to support network AIIHPC Funding and Project Funding



PCRN Strategic Plan 2017 -2022 Key Achievements
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Needs

• 41 to 202 Early Career Researcher Forum 
(ECRF) Members

• 8 ECRF Members Transitioned to PCRN

Multi-disciplinary partners• > 450 peer-reviewed publications

• Informing Public, Health and Social Care 

Professionals, Service Providers, Policymakers

• Involving Voices4Care in 70 Research Activities

• €3m EU funding and €2.3m national funding 

leveraged for Research Priorities

• 21 to 49  PCRN Members from 5 to 9 
Disciplines

• 4 Annual Symposia, 2 All Ireland 
Interdisciplinary Events, EAPC International 
Seminar



Professor Andrew Davies, 
Professor of Palliative 
Medicine TCD/UCD/OLHCS

Welcomed 
5 New PCRN Members 2021

4 Early Career Researcher Forum Members 
Transitioned to PCRN

Dr Tracey McConnell, 
Marie Curie Senior 
Research Fellow QUB

Dr Irene Hartigan, 
Lecturer Nursing 
UCC

Dr Mary Nevin, 
Assistant Professor 
of Nursing DCU

Dr Lisa Graham Weisner, 
Lecturer Psychology QUB

Collaborative 
and Coherent 

Research 
Community



Research
Leadership and 

Capacity

Research

Leadership

and Capacity

Welcomed 54 New ECRF Members  2021

Early Career Researcher Forum (ECRF)  
Abstract Presenters

Anne Jordan, Dublin 
Simon Community

Lisa Cronin, HSE 
Community Care

Dr Aoibheann Conneely, 
Trinity College Dublin & 
Our Lady’s Hospice and 

Care Services

Dr Deborah Muldrew, 
Ulster University



Research

Leadership

and Capacity

7 Online Workshops and Interactive Events 2021
161 Participants and 780 Views Post Event Recordings



Service User

and Carer

Involvement

20 Research Engagements 2021



Disseminate 
Research 

Knowledge 8 New Research Project Webpages

7,349 unique page visits to The Palliative Hub – Professional/Research 

7 New PCRN & ECRF Blogs & Podcasts
New Tab – PPI in Palliative Care Research



COVID-19 and Nursing Homes

– Advance Care Planning

– Legal Policy Analysis based on Experiences of Care

Symptom Management

– Physical Activity and Bone Health for People with Bone Metastases

– Model of Rehabilitative Palliative Care

– Clinical Phenotype for Cachexia (weight loss) in Chronic Kidney Disease

– Attitudes towards Deprescribing in Older People 

– Improving Prescribing for People with Cancer receiving Palliative Care

– Management of Constipation for People with Advanced Cancer

– Mindfulness and Mental Health for People with End-Stage Kidney Disease

PCRN 

Sustainability

PCRN 2021 Research on Shared Island



Decision Making

– Anticipatory Care Planning for older adults with anticipated functional decline

– Support exchange between patients and family caregivers

– Mutual support for decision making

Future Service Planning 

– Palliative and End-of-Life Care Data in Ireland

– Health Care Assistants for out-of-hours palliative care in Northern Ireland

– Implementing Universal Palliative Care in Ireland

– Update of Adult Palliative Care Policy in Ireland

– Inequalities in Palliative Care for Older People in Ireland

– Integrated Palliative Care for People with Serious Mental Illness in Northern Ireland

– Mapping Parkison’s Disease Needs and Services

PCRN 

Sustainability

PCRN 2021 Research on Shared Island



Source of Funding Research Area PCRN Collaborations

EU Horizon 2020 Psychosocial and 
educational interventions 
for people with advanced 
cancer and carers (DIADiC)

Prof Phil Larkin (UCD); Prof Suzanne Guerin 
(UCD); Assoc. Prof Michael Connolly (UCD); 
Prof Charles Normand (TCD); Prof Joanne 
Reid (QUB); Prof Kevin Brazil (QUB)

EU Horizon 2020 Better treatments for 
breathlessness in palliative 
and end of life care 
(BETTER-B)

Prof Karen Ryan (UCD); Prof Charles 
Normand (TCD)

EU Joint Programme of 
Neurodegeneration

Family carer decision 
support interventions for 
people with dementia
(MySupport Study)

Lead Prof Kevin Brazil (QUB); Dr Gillian 
Carter (QUB); Dr Nicola Cornally (UCC) 

EU Cross Border Health 
Intervention Trials

Anticipatory care planning 
intervention for older adults 
at risk of functional decline 

Lead Prof Kevin Brazil (QUB); Dr Frank Doyle 
(RCSI); Dr Peter O’Halloran (QUB)
Dr Gillian Carter (QUB) and clinical partners

PCRN International Research PCRN 

Sustainability



Thank you

www.thepalliativehub.com/research

www.aiihpc.org

http://www.thepalliativehub.com/research
http://www.aiihpc.org/

