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Consultation on a proposed Bill relating to burial and cremation and other related matters in Scotland 

RESPONDENT INFORMATION FORM

Please Note this form must be returned with your response to ensure that we handle your response appropriately

1. Name/Organisation

Organisation

	Scottish Partnership for Palliative Care


Title  
Mr  FORMCHECKBOX 

   Ms  FORMCHECKBOX 
   Mrs  FORMCHECKBOX 

   Miss  FORMCHECKBOX 
   Dr  FORMCHECKBOX 

       Please tick as appropriate

Surname

	Patterson


Forename

	Rebecca


2. Postal Address

	CBC House

	24 Canning Street

	Edinburgh

	     

	Postcode EH3 8EG 

     
	Phone 0131 272 2735
	Email rebecca@palliativecarescotland.org.uk


3. Permissions - I am responding as…

	
	
	
	Individual
	/
	Group/Organisation
	
	
	

	
	
	
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	
	Please tick as appropriate
	
	X
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	(a)
	Do you agree to your response being made available to the public (in Scottish Government library and/or on the Scottish Government web site)?

Please tick as appropriate
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Yes    FORMCHECKBOX 
 No

	
	
(c)
	The name and address of your organisation will be made available to the public (in the Scottish Government library and/or on the Scottish Government web site).



	(b)
	Where confidentiality is not requested, we will make your responses available to the public on the following basis
	
	
	Are you content for your response to be made available?

	
	Please tick ONE of the following boxes
	
	
	Please tick as appropriate
X Yes    FORMCHECKBOX 
 No


	
	
Yes, make my response, name and address all available
	
 FORMCHECKBOX 

	
	
	
	

	
	
	or
	
	
	
	

	
	Yes, make my response available, but not my name and address
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	
	
	
	

	
	
	or
	
	
	
	

	
	Yes, make my response and name available, but not my address
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	(d)
	We will share your response internally with other Scottish Government policy teams who may be addressing the issues you discuss. They may wish to contact you again in the future, but we require your permission to do so. Are you content for Scottish Government to contact you again in relation to this consultation exercise?

Please tick as appropriate

 X Yes

 FORMCHECKBOX 
No


Annex D
List of consultation questions and consultation response form

How to complete this response form

1
Each question in the consultation paper is listed below.  Respondents are invited to answer as many questions as they wish to, and there is no requirement to answer every question.  Completing this form as a Word document allows responses to be provided directly on to the form, although respondents may choose to respond in other ways.  

2
Some questions provide a check box to provide a response - to mark a box, double-click it and then select ‘Checked’ from the menu.  Where several questions are asked under the same number, the initial question is the one that should be answered using the check box.  Further information can be provided by inserting free text under the heading ‘Additional information’.

3
Where no check box is provided, responses are sought in the form of free text, which can be inserted under the heading ‘Response’.

4
At the end of the questions consultees are invited to provide any other information which they feel is relevant.

5
Once completed this form can be emailed to burialandcremationbill@scotland.gsi.gov.uk or posted to:

Burial and Cremation Consultation

Scottish Government

3E St Andrew’s House

Edinburgh

EH1 3DG

6
When returning responses please also complete and return the Respondent Information Form at Annex C.  The closing date for responses is Friday 24 April 2015.
Introduction

The Scottish Partnership for Palliative Care (SPPC) is the umbrella body representing the major organisations involved in palliative care in Scotland. Our membership includes all 14 territorial health boards, all 14 of Scotland’s voluntary hospices, 17 major national health charities, 7 professional associations and 1 local support organisation. The membership of the Partnership is detailed at www.palliativecarescotland.org.uk . Through a collaborative approach, the Partnership supports and contributes at national level to the development and strategic direction of palliative care in Scotland and the promotion of service improvement at local level. The Partnership’s aims are to promote equitable access throughout Scotland to high quality palliative care for all patients and families on the basis of need not diagnosis.

The Scottish Partnership for Palliative Care established Good Life, Good Death, Good Grief (GLGDGG), an alliance working to make Scotland a place where people can open about death, dying and bereavement.  GLGDGG has over 800 members, and one of the key messages of GLGDGG is that there are huge benefits to planning ahead for death, dying and bereavement. 

SPPC’s views on the Bill are informed by SPPC and GLGDGG members with an active interest in issues relating to funeral poverty. We have restricted our response to the section of the proposed Bill which relates to funeral poverty, and deleted the other consultation questions to avoid confusion.  

The Children’s Hospice Association Scotland (CHAS) is a member of the SPPC, and has highlighted some specific issues relating to children and young people, which we have drawn together in an additional section at the end of our response.
Funeral poverty

Q86 - Do you agree with the proposal that Local Authorities should have a legal duty to ensure that their up-to-date burial and cremation costs are published on their website in clear and accessible way?
Yes 
 FORMCHECKBOX 


No
 FORMCHECKBOX 


Don’t Know  FORMCHECKBOX 

Additional information: By making every effort to provide up-to-date burial and cremation costs, Local Authorities can help individuals to plan for the cost of a burial/cremation.
Q87 - Should Local Authorities be required by law to charge funeral costs on a cost-recovery basis only?
Yes 
 FORMCHECKBOX 


No
 FORMCHECKBOX 


Don’t Know  FORMCHECKBOX 

Additional information: Being buried/cremated is a universal need.  Funeral costs have most impact on the people who can least afford to pay for them.  As a provider of public services, Local Authorities should therefore aim to minimise funeral costs.  
Q88 - What else could be done to reduce funeral costs and ensure that they remain affordable for everyone?
Response: 
GLGDGG is represented on the Scottish Working Group on Funeral Poverty, which has sent in a separate response to this consultation giving several suggestions relating to affordable funerals.  Citizens Advice Scotland, a member of GLGDGG, also has an active interest in Funeral Poverty issues, and has responded to the Bill consultation with a detailed answer to question 88.  Both these responses have been informed by people with direct experience of issues of funeral poverty, and by people who have spent some time considering practical ways of addressing these issues.  We would therefore direct the SG to give consideration to the suggestions outlined in the CAS and Scottish Working Group on Funeral Poverty responses.
Issues relating to the burial/cremation of children and young people

Consideration should be given to the following suggestions by the Children’s Hospice Association Scotland:

· Children’s graves should be excluded from consideration of reuse. (Q44)

· Currently there is a lack of clarity and equity across Scotland about whether charges will be made for a child’s burial costs.  This should be rectified, and in addition, Local Authorities should not seek to recover the costs for services delivered in the provision of funerals for children and young people. (Q87)
· The eligibility criteria for the DWP funeral fund, and speed with which DWP payments are made, should be reviewed – often parent s of children and young people are ineligible if they are in receipt of incapacity benefit, and where people are eligible the DWP can be slow at releasing payment. Funeral directors will often request upfront payment before arranging a service, and in the case of the death of a child this can cause great distress through delaying an already traumatic experience. (Q88)
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