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Draft unapproved minute of the meeting of the Cross-Party Group 

in the Scottish Parliament on Palliative Care
Wednesday 11 June at 5.45pm

Committee Room 5, Scottish Parliament Headquarters
	Present:
	Michael McMahon MSP

(convener)
	Hamilton North & Bellshill  

	
	Rosanna Cunningham MSP
	Perth

	
	
	

	
	Phil Atkinson
	Holyrood Magazine

	
	Lynda Blue
	British Heart Foundation

	
	Andy Carver
	British Heart Foundation Scotland

	
	Dr Pat Carragher
	Children’s Hospices Association Scotland

	
	Margaret Colquhoun
	St Columba’s Hospice

	
	Catherine Corr
	Scottish Huntington’s Association 

	
	Professor Henry Dargie
	NHS Greater Glasgow & Clyde

	
	Dr Barbara Dymock
	NHS Tayside

	
	Isabel Dosser
	Napier University

	
	Ann Gourlay
	NHS Tayside

	
	Dr George Gray
	Prince & Princess of Wales Hospice 

	
	Dr Martin Leiper
	NHS Tayside 

	
	Dr Rosalyn Mauchline
	St Vincent’s Hospice

	
	Dorothy McElroy
	Ardgowan Hospice 

	
	Maria McGill
	Highland hospice

	
	Ben McKendrick
	British Heart Foundation, Scotland

	
	Irene McKie
	Strathcarron Hospice

	
	Neil McLachlan
	NOSCAN

	
	Tanith Muller
	Parkinson’s Disease Society

	
	Margaret Peck
	NHS Ayrshire & Arran 

	
	Ros Scott
	Children’s Hospice Association Scotland

	
	Andrew Sim
	Parkinson’s Disease Society

	
	John Sweeney
	Cancerbackup 

	
	Dr Chris Ward
	NHS Tayside

	
	Suzanne Wood
	General Medical Council 

	
	Dan Wynn
	General Medical Council 

	
	
	

	In attendance:
	Pauline Britton
	Scottish Partnership for Palliative Care

	
	Susan Diotaiuti 
	Scottish Partnership for Palliative Care

	
	Eric Z Chen
	Scottish Partnership for Palliative Care

	
	Pat Wallace
	Scottish Partnership for Palliative Care

	
	
	

	Apologies:
	Nanette Milne MSP
	North East Scotland

	
	Richard Simpson MSP
	Mid Scotland and Fife

	
	
	

	
	Joan Adam
	St Columba’s Hospice

	
	Aileen Anderson
	The Ayrshire Hospice 

	
	Dr John Bass
	The Ayrshire Hospice

	
	Dr T F Benton
	St Columba’s Hospice

	Apologies:
	Maureen Black
	Macmillan Cancer Support 

	(cont.) 
	Susan Brimelow
	Care Commission

	
	Duncan Brown
	St Columba’s Hospice

	
	Dr Helen Charley
	NHS Highland

	
	Dr Stuart Coates
	Assoc. of Hospice and Palliative Care Chaplains

	
	Lorraine Dallas
	Breast Cancer Care 

	
	Margaret Dunbar
	St Columba’s Hospice

	
	Joyce Dunlop
	The Roy Castle Lung Cancer Foundation

	
	Shirley Fife
	NHS Lothian 

	
	Wilma Halley
	NHS Highland

	
	Mark Hazelwood
	Multiple Sclerosis Society Scotland 

	
	Dr Neil Houston
	NHS Forth Valley

	
	Dr Stephen Hutchison
	Highland Hospice 

	
	Dr Elizabeth Ireland
	Scottish Government Health Directorate

	
	Dr Peter Kiehlmann
	NHS Grampian 

	
	Kirsty Leavey
	Association of Palliative Care Social Workers 

	
	Elaine MacLean
	Care Commission

	
	Susan Morrison
	NHS Highland

	
	Euan Paterson
	NHS Greater Glasgow & Clyde

	
	Anne Robb
	NHS Tayside

	
	Bill Stewart
	Tak Tent Cancer Support Scotland 

	
	Susan Sutherland
	Macmillan Cancer Support 

	
	Debbie Thomson
	Cancer Link Aberdeen and North (CLAN)

	
	Kirsty Tomassi
	Sue Ryder Care


	1.
	Welcome and apologies
	Action 

	
	Michael McMahon MSP, Convener of the Cross Party Group in the Scottish Parliament for Palliative Care, welcomed everyone to the meeting especially guest speakers Andy Carver, Prevention and Care Advisor, British Heart Foundation, Scotland, Professor Henry J Dargie, Director, Scottish Advanced Heart Failure Service, Dr Chris Ward, Honorary Consultant Cardiologist at Ninewells Hospital, Dundee and Dr Martin Leiper, Consultant in Palliative Medicine at Roxburghe House, Dundee, and Chairman of the Working Group.
Apologies were noted as above. 


	

	2.
	Annual General Meeting 2008: 
	

	
	The annual general meeting took place including the election of office-bearers for 2008 – 09. (Details of this meeting are recorded as a separate minute.)


	

	3.
	Minute of previous meeting: (Wednesday 13 March 2008 ) 
	

	
	The minute of the previous meeting held on Wednesday 13 March 2008 was approved and adopted as a true record.


	

	4.
	Matters arising from the meeting of Wednesday 13 March 2008:
	

	
	4.1
	Lymphoedema update (item 3.1)
	

	
	
	The Convener reported that he had chaired an event on 9 May 2008 at the University of Glasgow to launch the findings of the lymphoedema service mapping project where Nicola Sturgeon Health and Wellbeing Cabinet Secretary, announced that primary lymphoedema would be recognised as a Long Term Condition (LTC), and should be incorporated in the current LTC strategies.  The Minister also announced that NHSQIS had agreed to re-issue for Scotland the International Consensus Document Best practice for the management of lymphoedema and was planning an event around this later in the year, details of which would be circulated members when available.

	

	
	4.2
	National Clinical Lead for Palliative Care (item 3.2)
	

	
	
	The Convener reminded the group of the appointment of Dr Elizabeth Ireland as National Clinical Lead for Palliative Care to support the development and implementation of a national action plan for palliative and end of life care, as laid out in the Scottish Government action plan for health and wellbeing Better Health Better Care.  
Positive progress was now being made in as collaborative a manner as possible towards the development and implementation of the proposed action plan, and a very productive workshop involving 80 key stakeholders was held in Edinburgh the previous week.  Work would continue over the summer, and the plan would be launched at the Scottish Partnership for Palliative Care annual conference on 2 October 2008.

Audit Scotland would be reporting the results of its palliative care study to the Scottish Parliament at the end of July 2008, and it was expected that the action plan would address any issues raised by the study.
[Update: the Audit Scotland report is now expected to be published on 21 August 2008.]


	

	
	4.3
	Modernising Medical Careers (MMC) (item 6.1)
	

	
	
	The Convener announced that there was nothing further to report on Modernising Medical Careers.  The Partnership had sought the views of member representatives regarding the submission of a collective response to Aspiring to Excellence the Scottish Government's consultation on Professor Tooke's Recommendations, but there was a limited response with no consensus.  It was suggested to those concerned that each made their contribution directly to the Scottish Government.


	

	5.
	Launch of publication: Living and dying with advanced heart failure: a 
palliative care approach
	

	
	Andy Carver and Professor Henry J Dargie each said a few words to introduce the recent publication by the Scottish Partnership for Palliative Care with the support of British Heart Foundation Scotland and the Scottish Government.

This was followed by a 2-part presentation on the content of the report by two of its authors; Dr Chris Ward, Honorary Consultant Cardiologist at Ninewells Hospital, Dundee, who outlined some of the issues around recognising the palliative care needs of people with advanced heart failure and Dr Martin Leiper, Consultant in Palliative Medicine at Roxburghe House, Dundee, and Chairman of the Working Group, who discussed the report’s recommendations. 
On behalf of the group, the Convener thanked all of the speakers for their contributions.  Attached as appendices 1, 2 and 3 respectively are copies of Dr Chris Ward’s presentation A palliative care approach to the management of advanced heart failure, Dr Martin Leiper’s presentation on the recommendations from Living and dying with advanced heart failure: a 

palliative care approach and notes from the ensuing discussion. 

	

	6.
	General Medical Council Presentation on new publication: 
Consent: Patients and Doctors Making Decisions Together
	

	
	Suzanne Wood, Policy Advisor, Standards and Ethics Team at the General Medical Council spoke about this new guidance which had been published on Monday 19 May 2008, and had come into force on Monday 2 June 2008 replacing the existing guidance on consent Seeking patients' consent: the ethical considerations.

On behalf of the group, the Convener thanked Suzanne for giving the presentation, attached as appendix 4. Notes from the presentation are attached as appendix 5.

	

	7.
	Any other competent business:
	

	
	7.1
	Reduction in the cost of prescription charges
	

	
	
	The Convener reported that as from 1 April 2008 the first phase in the abolition of prescription charges in Scotland came into force, when the cost of a single prescription item was lowered from £6.85 to £5. 
The SNP intended to abolish all prescription charges by April 2011.


	

	
	7.2
	Members' business debate on motion S3M-1452, in the name of Jeremy Purvis, on choices for people coming to the end of terminal 
illness, Wednesday 26 March 2008  
	

	
	
	The Convener thought that members might be interested to know that the Parliamentary Bureau had selected the motion below for the members’ business debate on Wednesday 26 March.

[S3M-01452 Jeremy Purvis (Tweeddale, Ettrick and Lauderdale) (Scottish Liberal Democrats): Choices for People Coming to the End of Terminal Illness - That the Parliament recognises and commends the committed work of all health professionals and carers who support patients with terminal illness; welcomes the advances in the palliative care movement over recent years that have benefited patients who are coming towards the end of terminal illness, specifically in the Borders; further welcomes national campaigns to allow patients to be aware of choices that they can make about their treatment and facilitate more patients to make the choice of dying at home, but believes, however, that there remain patients who wish to have greater control of their treatment and that it is right to debate allowing greater legal support for the choices that some patients may make to ask for assistance to die as they come towards the end of their terminal illnesses.]

The Convener reported that the debate had reflected strong and informed support for palliative care among MSPs which was a tribute to the work of the Cross Party Group. 

He then went on to briefly explain how motions were chosen for debate.  All business and time allocation was shared out equally among parties and outwith regulated business there was time for members debates where issues could be aired but not voted upon, with reposes to points made given by government ministers.  The criteria for raising a business debate were the support of 11 members of their own party or the support of one member of an opposing party.  It was noted that the party of the member putting down the debate did not need to approve the debate.
However it was noted that the focus of media attention after the debate had been mostly on MSP Margo McDonald who had Parkinson’s disease.  BBC Scotland was to screen a televised programme within the next few weeks featuring Mrs McDonald who supported a change in the law where actively assisting someone to commit suicide in Scotland was currently illegal. The Partnership agreed to circulate details of the programme in advance if at all possible. 

	

	
	
	ACTION: The Partnership to take forward

	PB

	8.
	Dates of next meeting: 
	

	
	· September or October 2008 (to be confirmed).  Joint meeting with the Cross-Party Group in the Scottish Parliament on International Development
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